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BOOK REVIEWS
Beads and Bead Makers: Gender, Material Culture, and Meaning.
Lidia D. Sciama and Joanne B. Eicher (eds.).
Berg, Oxford and New York (distributed by
New York University Press, 70 Washington
Square South, New York, NY 10012-1091).
1998. i-xvi + 317 pp., 86 b&w figs., 2 appendices, index. $19.50 paper cover ($55.00 cloth
cover)+ $4.00 postage.
Although the main title suggests that this book
ought just to be about different sorts of beads with lots
of information, pictures, and details about how they
are made and who made them (and wouldn't such a
book be a wonderful resource to have on our shelves?),
the subtitle conveys that it is much more specialized. It
is essentially an academic book with a heavily
anthropological slant. This is not surprising as it
represents the published proceedings of a one-day
workshop on "Gender in the Making, Trading, and
Uses of Beads" which was held in Oxford, England, in
1995, sponsored by the Cross-Cultural Centre for
Research on Women at the University of Oxford. The
workshop is a continuation of earlier cross-cultural
studies of women and crafts which produced such
volumes as Dress and Gender: Making and Meaning
(1992, edited by Barnes and Eicher) and Carved
Flesh/Cast Selves: Gendered Symbols and Social
Practices (1993, edited by Broch-Due, Rudie, and
Bleie ), all published in an ongoing series by Berg.
Having set the book in perspective, it is worth
summarizing what it aiJDs to do and the various
subjects each author covers, since anyone with an
interest in studying, collecting, researching, or using
beads will find something of interest in this volume.
The initial plan before the workshop was to examine
the labor conditions of women who Plake, thread, or
otherwise work with beads around the world and to
analyze their activities as traders, entrepreneurs, and
employers of other women in a number of different
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geographical and cultural areas. Other themes to be
looked at were present-day uses of beads and a broad
historical overview of the processes and trade routes
involving large quantities of glass beads mainly made
in Europe and traded around the world; beads which
are now making their way back to Europe as well as to
other markets, their value much increased.
However, the scope of the book was enlarged
because the range of knowledge and the variety of
approaches presented by the workshop participants
and later contributors required it. The book's
emphasis shifted from the manufacturers to the
exchange, uses, and symbolic meaning of beads, and
the questions asked changed from the makers of beads
to the objects themselves, with gender as an embracing
theme. Thus, the volume covers a range of time from
prehistory to the present day, and various aspects of
beads in countries as diverse as Chile and China.
Beads and Bead Makers contains twelve chapters
and two appendices, each with its own references
section, rather than a comprehensive bibliography for
the whole book. It is true to say that the depth of bead
knowledge covered by most articles is not
insignificant; this book should be looked on as a good
bead resource, not just as a work of anthropology.
Some of the articles are archaeological in scope, others
are by ethnographical specialists or social historians.

The main topics covered are: making and
exporting beads from Venice from the Medieval
period to the prese_n t day; gender in the beadwork used
in African aesthetic and ritual culture; hand-blown
glass Venetian beads which are used as a family
emblem on the island of Buguma in Nigeria; making
and using lantana beads in Nigeria; a history of
Christian rosaries in the Andes of Chile; why red beads
are important in ·Ecuador; beads used by African
Americans in the U.S.A. before the Civil War; the
ways beads are used and perceived in the Mardi Gras
festival in New Orleans; beads used by the Kelabit
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people of Sarawak, Borneo; Greek beads of the
Mycenaean period-the age of heroines in Greek
tradition and mythology; archaeological
investigations into ancient Chinese beads; what beads
mean to craft producers supported by Oxfam; and
"Don't get your Necklaces in a Twist!" or specialist
bead terms for researchers and collectors.
The contributions are all packed with useful
information, and are illustrated with 86 black and
white drawings and photographs. This is where, I am
sorry to say, the book is weakest, because somewhere
in the scanning or printing of many of the photographs
they became dark or overinked and the detail has been
completely lost or obscured. I have a paperback copy,
so I'm not sure whether this unattractive feature also
appears in the hardback edition, but the photographs of
Sarawak beads in Figs. 10.3 and 10.4, for example, are
atrocious, while the adorned Uduk women in Figs. 1.9a
and l.9b have been reduced to mere silhouettes! I
would also have preferred a little tighter proofreading
to get rid of silly little mistakes such as "Neckless"
instead of "Necklaces" in the Table of Contents.
Furthermore, the Gemmological Association is at
"Greville" Street, not"Groville" (p. 305), my address
for the Bead Society of Great Britain is "Casburn
Lane" not "Cosburn Lane" (p. 305) and, as any good
bead researcher ought to know, they are N ueva "Cadiz"
beads not Nueva "Cad" (p. xi)!

Carole Morris
1 Casburn Lane
Burwell
Cambs. CBS OED
United Kingdom

continues to be-the beloved Christmas tree, frequently
a scruffy one hacked down in a nearby woods. Yet,
even th.e most lopsided and malformed tree could be
turned into a dazzling wonder through the addition of
tinsel, garlands, and a variety of ornaments. With so
many fond memories attached to them, it is no wonder
that many people admire and collect Christmas tree
ornaments. If you fall into this category, you will love
Waltraud Neuwirth's newest book.
Written in German and English, the book deals
with the Gablonz-industry Christmas tree ornaments
collectively produced in Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia,
and Austria during the late 19th and 20th centuries.
The text is relatively brief, the English portion taking
up only 20 pages. It surveys the different forms of
ornaments that were produced, as well as the beads and
other components that went into their composition.
While several kinds of drawn and molded beads were
utilized, hollow or blown beads were the principal
constituents. Composed of thin, non-transparent glass
to obscure each ornament's wire framework, the
hollow beads were ideal for Christmas tree ornaments
as their extremely light weight kept even a small tree's
branches from sagging.
For the bead researcher, the section devoted to
hollow beads contains useful information concerning
manufacturing techniques (including interior ribbing
and silvering/gilding) and nomenclature. Another
section discusses how to date and determine the place
of manufacture of the beads and the ornaments they
compose. A list of the principal regional
manufacturers and merchants of Christmas tree
ornaments during the first half of the 20th century
occupies six and a half pages.

Waltraud Neuwirth. Selbstverlag Dr.
Waltraud Neuwirth, P.O. Box 11, A-1194, Vienna, Austria. 1995. 320pp., 167colorfigs., 95
b&w figs., ATS 640 (hard bound) +A TS 85 surface postage.

An additional 28 pages are devoted mainly to
German technical articles concerning the manufacture
and marketing of beads and ornaments, especially
silver- and gold-lined blown beads, from the late 19th
century to the present. There is much valuable
information here but the technical language that
pervades the material apparently made it too difficult
to translate for the benefit of English-speaking
readers. This is unfortunate, but understandable.

Many people's happiest memories revolve around
Christmas, a joyful occasion to celebrate the birth of
Christ and exchange gifts and good cheer with loved
ones and friends. At the center of the event was-and

The concise text is much enhanced by a profusion
of excellent color and black-and-white illustrations of
a wide variety of ornaments and their components,
some on sample cards. German/English captions

Glasper/en Christbaumschmuck/Glass Bead
Christmas Tree Ornaments.
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describe the objects and provide measurements and
probable dates of production. This information will
benefit both researchers and collectors.
In case you already own Neuwirth's major work on
beads, Per/en aus Gablonz: Historismus, Jugendstil/
Beads from Gablonz: Historicism, Art Nouveau, it
should be pointed out that there is little overlap. in
content between the two publications. You will need to
obtain Glasper/en Christbaumschmuck/Glass Bead
Christmas Tree Ornaments to round out your
knowledge of Gablonz-industry beads, and to obtain
the short list of errata for Per/en aus Gablonz.

Karlis Karklins
Ontario Service Centre
Parks Canada
1600 Liverpool Court
Ottawa, Ontario K 1A OMS
Canada

Per/en: Archtiologie, Techniken, Analysen.
Akten des Internationa1en Perlensymposiums in
Mannheim vom 11. bis 14. November 1994.
Uta von Freeden and Alfried Wieczorek
(eds.). Kolloquienzur Vor- undFruhgeschichte
I. Dr. RudolfHabelt GmbH, Postfach 15 01 04,
D-53040 Bonn, Germany. 1997. x + 386, 26
color plates, 197 b&w figs., index. DM 59.00
(hard bound).

A specialized conference on beads was held in
Mannheim, Germany, in the fall of 1994. It was
attended by over 50 specialists from 14 European
countries. The volume under review contains 35 of the
presented papers. This profusion makes it impossible
to discuss the papers individually, and necessitates a
summary review of the proceedings.
The impetus for the Mannheim symposium was
provided by a group of German-speaking specialists
who, during the 1980s, had been individually working
on beads, partic\llarly those of the Early Medieval
period (5th-8th centuries). These glass beads derived
primarily from strings which had served women as
pe.ctoral or neck jewellery and were subsequently
placed ·in their graves together with other artifacts . .
Many of these graves have been examined archaeologically, resulting in a rich store of material for

analysis. Several of the analysts met in 1990, in order
to coordinate their individual studies more effectively.
The first aim was to compile a suitable system of attributes to facilitate a universal system for the description and comparison of beads, one which would
provide the basis for an electronic bead database, as
well as a computer-based program of documentation.
These endeavors were quite productive, so that the
initial results and the first version of the computer
program "ProPer," which is now generally available,
could be presented at the Mannheim conference (pp.
117-124, 169-176, 177-186).
In 1994, this small group initiated the Mannheim
symposium in order to draw together more closely
those European bead specialists who had hitherto been
working mainly in isolation or in small groups and, at
the same time, to create an awareness among others of
the proftision of the studies being undertaken. The
symposium papers cover a wide spectrum of time,
place, and themes, while providing a representative
overview. Three papers deal with Iron Age beads (ca.
8th century B.C.-birth of Christ), five with beads of the
Roman Imperial period (ca. birth of Christ-4th
century), eleven with the Merovingian period (ca.
5th-8th century), and nine with Medieval material
(8th- 12th century). The emphasis on the two latter
periods effectively reflects what was being
investigated and analyzed at the time. The papers
cover western and northern Europe in particular, with
the focus being on the German-speaking region;
several articles discuss material from eastern Europe,
including the Ukraine.
Thematically, 23 papers are primarily concerned
with overviews of the subject material and attempts at
typology and chronology. Three papers consider
questions of methodology, two deal with excavated
beadmaking workshops, and five discuss glass analysis
and its interpretation. Here, too, as far as I can see, the
relative frequency of the topics realistically reflects
the emphasis of current research. All papers contain
footnotes and comprehens~ve bibliographies. Thus,
this volume provides an up-to-date and representative
overview of European research on archaeologically
recovered beads, and provides the interested reader
with an extensive listing of additional literature.
The pioneer studies presented in this volume
provide us with a better understanding of various
aspects of European bead research. They underline the
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necessity of standardizing the nomenclature and
attributes of beads to facilitate comparative
typologies. The activities of the "Heidelberg group"
alluded to above and the proffered program "ProPer"
mark an important step in this direction. In the area of
beadmaking, tangible finds from excavated workshops, coupled with comparative data from presentday workshops in technologically underdeveloped
countries, ensure that if such workshops are found
archaeologically, they will be properly identified. As
for the chemical analysis of glass artifacts, this is still
in the early stages, but the indication is that such work,
coupled with tangible finds from workshops and more
stringent standards in the area of archaeological documentation, can provide a clearer picture of how beads
were distributed over Europe through trade. Unfortunately, insights concerning how prehistoric man
viewed beads beyond their purely decorative aspect
remain few.
The Mannheim proceedings provide an important
companion volume to the proceedings of the Nordic
Glass Bead Seminar held in Lejre, Denmark, in 1992
(see Beads 1, pp. 100-102, 1995). The latter focuses
mainly on northern Europe, allowing one to take stock
of the state ofresearch on pre-modem beads in Europe.
Thus, there now exists an extensive body of knowledge
on the beads of the most important regions and periods.
Only the glass beads of the Bronze Age still seem to
slumber in a research backwater.
Most of the symposium papers are in·German, one
in French, and three in English . . The non-English ones
are followed by informative English summaries. The
volume has been scrupulously edited, and is richly
illustrated with both black-and-white images and 26
excellent color plates. The production quality is
outstanding, something unusual for symposium
proceedings. This, coupled with the contents and the
agreeable price, should ensure that this book receives
the broad dfstribution it deserves.
[Translated by C. Bridger, Xanten, Germany.]

Frank Siegmund
Seminar fur Ur- und
FrUhgeschichte
Petersgraben 11
CH-4051 Basel
Switzerland

Das awarenzeitliche Graberfeld von Halimba.
Das Awarische.Corpus. Beihefte V.
Gyula Tarak. Debrecen-Budapest. 1998. 254

pp., 11 figs., 87 tables, 3 maps. Available from
Harrassowitz Buchhandlung, Taunusstr. 5,
65174 Wiesbaden, Germany. DM 90 (about
$41.00) (paper).
Researchers of the early medieval period of
Central Europe have had to wait 30 years for the
publication of this work. Das awarenzeitliche
Grtiberfe/d von Halimba (The Avar Cemetery of
Halimba) provides the missing link in the long-held
scientific hypothesis that the A vars wer.e an·important
component of the autochthonal population which the
Hungarians of Arpad found in the Carpathian basin,
and later integrated.
In his work "Die Bewohner von Halimba in 10. und
11. Jahrhundert" (The Inhabitants of Halimba in the
10th and 11th Centuries), which deals with the
Halimba-Cseres cemetery of the Age of the Hungarian
Conquest and the Early Arpadian Age, Gyula Torok
(1911-1997) clearly wrote that Avars comprised the
main component of the common people found there.
He defines Phase II as representative of the
autochthonal Avar population, and Phase III as
representing the homogenous p-opulation that
continued to use the cemetery. Their remains allow us
to trace back the formation of the Hungarian common
people. For this very reason, the find-material of the
7-9/10th-century Avar cemetery should have been
published as soon as possible after its excavation . in
1961-1965 by Torok, while an archaeologist with the
Hungarian National Museum. The manuscript was
already written in 1973. It is very sad that the author
has not lived to see the publication of this, the most
important work of his career.
The Halimba-Belat6domb cemetery contains
objects analogous to those at the cemetery of
Halimba-Cseres, as well as evidence for the
abandonment of the cemetery at the beginning of the
10th century. Torok bases this dating on the presence
of segmented beads, D-shaped buckles, and c.ertain
types of earrings in the grav.es. He holds
unambiguously that the Avar cemetery of
Halimba-Belat6domb preceeded the Halimba-Cseres
cemetery in which the Hungarians were the definitive
element. This contention seems to be reinforced by
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some analogous earring types from Phase I at the
Halimba-Cseres cemetery, but even more by the fact
that here was buried a population with grave goods and
burial customs indicative of an autochtonal population
such as that represented at the A var cemetery of
Halimba-Belat6domb; e.g., the gathering and placing
of Roman bronze coins in the graves. There are,
furthermore, strings of beads of similar composition
(cf. Grave 20 at the Belat6domb cemetery and Grave
878 at the Cseres cemetery). It is noteworthy that the
melon-seed-shaped beads characteristic of the late
Avar period and present in great numbers at the
Belat6domb cemetery also occurred in Graves 438 and
370 at the Cseres cemetery. In this respect, further
study of the bead material from the Belat6domb
cemetery would yield even more evidence. (The bead
material from the Halimba-Cseres cemetery has been
analyzed and published in several articles by the
reviewer, including one in this journal [vol. 7].)
Torok elaborates on the finds from the
well-separable upper and lower chronological phases
at Halimba-Belat6domb. Unfortunately, one has to
search back in each case from p. 66 to see whether they
belong to the earlier or later phases. This is not the
fault of the author, but that of the editors who did not
follow his instructions. Also contrary to the author's
wishes, the editors placed the grave descriptions at the
beginning of the book instead of at the end where they
are best suited. It is also regretable that the drawings
and photographs were published in a reduced state.
Besides proving an Avar continuity until the
Hungarian conquest, · the Halimba-Belat6domb
cemetery reveals that ten generations of A vars lived in
the area continuously. This is an important
contribution to our: knowledge of the Avar common
people, as well as to that of the Hungarians. The
Halimba-Cseres cemetery reveals that the two groups
initially lived together and then slowly integrated,
events that can be traced back to the time of the first
Hungarian kings.
Therefore, there were
A var-Hungarian common-people's cemeteries, an
observation that Gyula Torok had already made when
the official attitude spoke only about Slav-Avar
cemeteries. It is regrettable that the editors have
hidden this historic conclusion in the last footnote on
pages 131-132.
Pages 137-142 list Gyula TOrOk's collected works.
An evaluation of these reveals that throughout his

career he remained faithful to his scientific conviction
that the Avars living in the Carpathian basin were
organically integrated by the conquering Hungarians.
He did not deter to speak about separate A var blocks
(Sopronkohida). Gyula Torok has regularly
emphasized the importance of the organized
settlement of people by might of the ruling class in
both the A var Age and the early Hungarian period. The
results of the latest archaeological excavations have
justified him in this respect; e.g., the I 0th-century
common people's cemetery of Ibrany-Esb6halom in
county Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg. His opinion, drawn
from his excavation experience, that the most
important social entity both in life and death was the
joint family of Avars, Slavs, and Hungarians as well,
has also proved to be durable. His interpretation of the
archaeological evidence has resulted in an authentic
historical picture of these people.
This volume deserved to be produced by a
well-known publisher and placed in wider circulation.
Nevertheless, according to standard Hungarian
practice, it received only modest support from the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and is being
circulated only in professional circles. It is, therefore,
fortunate that the Harrassowitz Publishing Company
of Wiesbaden has undertaken its distribution abroad.

Katalin Szilagyi
Sztlret u. 27
H-1118 Budapest
Hungary

Little Chief's Gatherings: The Smithsonian Institution's G.K. Warren 1855-1856 Plains Indian
Collection and The New York State Library's
1855-1857 Warren Expeditions Journals.
James A. Hanson. The Fur Press, 303 Paddock
Street, Crawford, Nebraska 69339. 1996. xii+
203 pp., 34 color figs., 4 7 b&w figs., 3 appendices, bibliography, index. $75.00 (hard cover).
Among the Smithsonian Institution's vast
holdings is a sizeable collection of zoological,
botanical, paleontological, and ethnographical
specimens donated in 1856 by Gouverneur Kemble
Warren, a lieutenant in the U.S. Corps of
Topographical Engineers who was · known to the
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Western Sioux as Little Chief. The ethnographical
material is of especial interest as it comprises one of
the largest and earliest assemblages of Plains Indian
artifacts. As many of the items are beaded, there is
much of interest to those researching Plains beadwork
or analyzing and interpreting beads recovered from
mid-19th-century archaeological sites in the Great
Plains region.
Based on 20 years ofresearch, the present volume
brings together all that is known about G.K. Warren
and his superb collection. In Part I of the book, Hanson
chronicles Warren's life (1830-1882) with emphasis
on his exploits during the Civil War, a time that saw his
greatest achievements ... and his greatest humiliation.
The author then presents background information on
the ethnographic material, concluding that it was
collected following the Battle of Blue Water Creek in
what is now western Nebraska. Here, on September 3,
1855, General William S. Hamey's Sioux Expedition
attacked and plundered a Lakota (Sioux) village of
some 42 lodges. While much of the material left by the
fleeing Indians was either destroyed or appropriated
for use by the Army, Warren was able to collect a
representative sample of Lakota material culture.
Apparently because he was subsequently ashamed of
his participation in the looting, Warren never
officially informed anyone of the circumstances under
which the collection was made. All that was
previously know was that the material was "Sioux."
Hanson's findings make the Warren collection even
more valuable for researchers as we now know exactly
when and where the artifacts were collected, as well as
the cultural groups that were involved (Brule, Oglala,
and Miniconjou Sioux, as well as the Cheyenne).
The final section of Part I is a detailed catalogue of
the artifacts, most of which are beaded to some degree
using "pony beads" (defined by Hanson as over 2mm in
diameter). Described in the order they were
accessioned by the Smithsonian, the beaded objects
include garments such as dresses, shirts, leggings,
moccasins, and a sash. Accouterments consist of a
knife sheath~ pouches, hair ties, a deer-hoof rattle, a
bow case and quiver, and a horned headdress. There
are also paint and storage bags, as well as strings of

pony beads, and beaded bands which were apparently
being recycled. Of an unusual nature are two
miniature objects (a baby carrier and a storage bag),
several bladder bags filled with quills, and a doll, the
oldest one known from the Plains. An entire outfit for a
horse completes the inventory of beaded objects.
Among the non-:beaded artifacts are Pueblo blankets,
stone pipe bowls, a pipe stem, bison robes, feather
ornaments, a lariat, a whip, and a bow and arrows. The
detailed descriptions of the artifacts are supplemented
by both color and black-and-white photographs.
Part II of Little Chief's Gatherings presents the
verbatim transcripts of the Warren expedition's
journals for 1855, 1856, and 1857. Never before
reproduced, they are a valuable source of information
on the geography, history, and anthropology of
portions ofwhat are now the states ofNebraska, North
and South Dakota, Wyoming, and Montana. There is
information on the size and distribution of the various
tribes, as well as on the Battle of Blue Water Creek and
the cholera epidemic of 1856. Also dealt with are the
fur trade, the steamboat system on the Missouri River,
and the various trails that crossed the region.
While the book is a bit expensive, it is well worth
the money as it thoroughly documents one of the
earliest and most significant assemblages of Plains
Indian artifacts in existence, an assemblage derived
from a known village over a space of only a few days.
One cannot ask for a better provenience. When the
artifacts are viewed in tandem with a reading of
Warren's description of the events that took place at
Blue Water Creek on September 3, 1855, the outcome
is a poignant picture of what Lakota life and material
culture was like at a time when their traditional ways
were beginning to crumble as America advanced
westward, pushing them from their lands.

Karlis Karklins
Ontario Service Centre
Parks Canada
1600 Liverpool Court
Ottawa, Ontario KIA OM5
Canada

